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Q. Looking back to 2022, what
were your biggest highlights?

A: There are so many to list, 

but one that really resonated 

with me last year was the 

outcome of the Cuddle Beds 

campaign. What started as a 

simple, meaningful idea from a 

palliative care nursing caregiver 

on the frontline at one of our 

WA hospitals, evolved into 

getting these special beds 

into 12 St John of God Hospitals 

across Victoria and Western 

Australia, with the enduring 

support of our community. This 

initiative really speaks to our 

values at St John of God Health 

Care, and how we emphasise 

compassionate care during 

some of the most difficult 

times for patients and their 

loved ones.

I was also really thrilled to 

launch our inaugural St John 

of God Foundation Research 

Grants to fund an early career 

researcher as well as seed 

funding for two projects.  

Medical research is so 

important in leading to new 

discoveries and ensuring 

patients receive the best 

care possible.

Chances are, if you have a 

treatment today that wasn’t 

available ten years ago, 

someone with the knowledge 

and skills had the foresight 

to research a question like, 

“Will treatment A have better 

outcomes than treatment B?” 

That idea of being able to 

explore new frontiers that 

have potentially life-changing 

impacts in health care really 

excites me. Similarly, the 

support for researchers to build 

capacity for systemic change, 

and to retain this talent in our 

communities is critical.

Q. What’s on the horizon
for St John of God Foundation
in 2023?

A. As always, there is a lot

happening!

We’ve recently welcomed 

new members to the 

Foundation Board – Bryan Pyne 

and Tina Chinery, and I’m

excited to work closely with 

them, and our existing board 

members, to ensure maximum 

impact for the communities 

we serve.

We are also embarking on 

a new strategic plan to 

maximise our impact and, in 

the meantime, will continue 

to focus on funding areas 

of unmet need in advancing 

personalised patient treatments 

and leading medical research. 

Q. What do you think are the
biggest challenges facing the
health care sector right now?

A. Without a doubt, the

biggest challenge currently

facing health care providers is

staffing shortages on a global

scale. Added to this, we are an

ageing population and we are

living longer, so I think another

challenge post-pandemic is 

how we ‘live well’ as a society. 

More than one in five 

Australians over the age of 65 

reported suffering two or more 

long term health conditions in 

the 2021 Census. If we can do 

more as a sector to prevent, 

treat and cure chronic disease, 

and to provide equitable and 

inclusive services to those 

most at risk or disadvantaged, 

we will continue to improve 

health outcomes and health 

equity. 

Q. Could you tell us one thing
you love about your job?

A. If I had to pick just one thing,

I’d say the people! I consider

myself very blessed to be

able to call my team and all

the amazing caregivers in our

hospitals and services my

colleagues, and I love working

with our donors, corporate

partners and community

members. We’re all united with

the same goal - to make a

difference.

What’s on your mind? 
A quick-fi re Q&A with our CEO, Bianca Pietralla 

QA+QQAA

Do you have a 
question for Bianca? 

Please write to us at 

Foundation@sjog.org.au 

and you could be 

featured in the next 

edition of Giving Insight!

Last Christmas we asked for your help to 
honour the final wishes of patients in Palliative 
Care through our Christmas Wish Appeal. 

Our ability to create special memories from time spent 

with our loved ones is something to be cherished. 

It is one of the qualities that makes us human. And 

when someone is coming to the end of their life, these 

moments become even more precious. 

We are extraordinarily grateful to let you know that 

thanks to the response from our compassionate 

supporters, over $28,000 has been raised to help fulfil 

the final wishes of patients in Palliative Care.

“Your support will make a difference and help to create 

treasured memories for our patients, their families and 

my own team. Thank you so much for your kindness.”

- Dr Scott Lee, Director and Head of Hospice and Palliative

Care Services

Thank you also to everyone who sent us a message 
of hope for patients and caregivers – your kind words 
helped to bring much needed Christmas spirit to 
hospitals across Australia.

Thank you for helping 
to make wishes come true

You have brought 

hope, joy and comfort to 

St John of God patients and 

caregivers across Australia
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Thank you
for your feedback 

We’d like to express our sincere thanks 
to everyone who took the time to 
complete our 2022 Donor Satisfaction 
Survey. Your feedback is so important 
to us, and helps us to understand 
the areas of our work that are most 
meaningful to you.

4. Your contact details

Do we have your details correct? Please add or update your details below with any changes:

Name: 

Organisation (if a
pplicable):  

Postal Address: 

Primary phone number: 

Primary email address: 

<CONST_ID>

4. Your contact details

Do we have your details correct? Please add or update your details below with any changes:

Name: 

Organisation (if a
pplicable): <Organisation Name> 

Postal Address: <Address> <Address line 2> 

<Suburb> <State> <Postcode> 

Primary phone number: <Phone number> 

Primary email address: <Email address> 

About you 

Please help us put your responses into context by answering 

a few questions about yourself. Please remember your 

responses are confidential and will help us tailor our 

communications and reach out to more supporters like you.

1. Which of the following statements describes your 

relationship with the Foundation? 

Myself or a family member has received treatment at a 

St John of God Health Care Hospital or Service

I know a St John of God Health Care caregiver

I feel connected to St John of God Health Care for 

another reason: _______________________________________

I would prefer not to say

2.  Have you, or a loved one had a meaningful 

experience at a St John of God Hospital or Service 

that you would be willing to share with us? 

Yes, please contact me on this phone number or email 

address:  _____________________________________________

I would prefer not to say

I have not received treatment at a St John of God Hospital 

or Service 

3.  If you’ve recently visited a St John of God Hospital, 

have you seen any information about the Foundation? 

I have not recently visited a St John of God Hospital

Yes

No

Unsure

Which hospital did you visit? ______________________________

5. Do you follow any St John of God social media 

or social networking pages, for example Facebook, 

LinkedIn, or Instagram? 

Yes

No

I am not active on social media

6.  Are you happy with the level of communication you 

receive from the Foundation?

Yes, it’s just right

It’s not enough, I’d like more

No, it’s too much

7.  Which content do you most enjoy reading about in 

our newsletters?

Future areas of focus/areas of need

Current fundraising activities and areas of focus

Funds raised by area 

Stories of real-life patient outcomes 

Supporter recognition

I don’t read Foundation newsletters

8. Which types of events would you be interested in 

attending?

Please tick all that apply

Donor recognition events

Community fundraising events 

Hospital fundraising events 

I am not interested in attending events

Supporter Survey 2022

Reasons for your support

Please help us understand why you support us and the areas that you are most passionate about.

9. I give because: 

Please tick all that apply

I believe in the cause

I trust the Foundation

I believe my gift creates meaningful impact

I support religious-based organisations

I want to safeguard my own health or the health of my family

I have a personal connection with St John of God Health Care

or to a specific St John of God Hospital or Service

If so, which hospital/service: _____________________________

Other, please specify: ___________________________________

10. What motivated you to make your first gift to us? 

Thank you very much for your time. Your feedback will help us 

focus on improving the areas of our work that matter most to 

our community.  

Please return the completed survey in the reply paid envelope provided. 

8.7
Your top 3 areas of 
interest at St John 
of God Health Care 
are cancer services, 
medical research and 
new equipment and 
technology

As always, we will 

keep you updated on 

outcomes in the areas 

that you indicated 

have special meaning 

for you, as well as 

opportunities to further 

support these areas 

of work.

Your giving was 
inspired by gratitude

Many of you said that 

you decided to give 

as a way of showing 

thanks for the care 

that you or your loved 

ones have received 

at St John of God 

Health Care. 

Your gratitude is 

incredibly powerful - 

thank you for giving 

back and helping other 

patients and families 

to receive the very 

best care. 

Many of you had a 
meaningful experience 
with a St John of God 
Hospital or Service 
that you would like to 
share with us

We are so thankful to 

our supporters who are 

willing to share their 

first-hand experiences 

with St John of God 

Health Care, and 

welcome your stories 

and feedback. 

You can send 

yours to us at 

Foundation@sjog.org.au

Your overall (average) 
satisfaction score 
was 8.7/10 

We will use your 

feedback to continue 

to improve your 

experience and 

ensure we deliver the 

service you expect 

from St John of God 

Foundation.

What you shared with us:

Your feedback is always welcome. We encourage you to get in touch with us at 

Foundation@sjog.org.au or 1800 281 288. 

Thank you again for taking the time to give us your valuable feedback.

3TOP

Why I Give

We are so very fortunate to have kind and compassionate donors who care deeply about giving 
back to their communities, and love to hear the stories behind what inspires them to give. 

We asked Ashby Farrell, donor and owner of Whitearch, to share his story.

Thanks to kind people like Ashby and businesses like Whitearch, Gifts of Hope are making an 
immediate difference for people struggling with the financial stresses of cancer. You can find 
out more at www.sjogfoundation.org.au/hope. 

For entrepreneur Ashby Farrell, the definition of success is being able to help others. 

After starting his own real estate business Whitearch, Ashby found he had the capacity to 

give back to his community in a way he hadn’t before. 

“When I started Whitearch, I knew I wanted the business to have a strong social conscience.” 

And so, in 2022 Ashby announced that Whitearch would donate 3.5% of every commission 

to St John of God Foundation’s Gifts of Hope program, which provides direct financial 

support for people struggling with the cost of cancer treatment. 

Ashby felt especially drawn to Gifts of Hope because in his professional life he has seen 

first-hand the financial impact that a cancer diagnosis can have on families.

“I often see people that are distressed and trying to sell their home because of the cost of their 
cancer treatment, or they’re struggling to buy a house because of the financial burden of their 
cancer treatment,” says Ashby. 

“Research and trying to find a cure is important, but the immediate financial pain that people go 

through, in order to receive life-saving cancer treatment, can be immense.

“To know that Gifts of Hope will financially help some patients and their families, when they need 

it most, is something I am very proud to be part of”.

Born at St John of God Subiaco Hospital and raised in Perth, Ashby has deep roots in his 

local community - especially since opening his own business in December of 2021.  As a 

young man, he was actively involved in community sports, coaching and volunteering for 

local clubs, which reinforced for him the importance of being part of something bigger.

For Ashby, cancer is a cause close to his heart. 

“Sadly I think everyone has been affected by cancer in some way,” says Ashby.

“I’ve got close friends, and parents of close friends, who have been directly affected by a cancer 

diagnosis and I see the toll it takes on not only the person who has been diagnosed but their 

loved ones as well.

“That’s why I believe it’s important to give back. It can make such a difference to people’s lives 

when they need it most.”
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New Subiaco clinic helps patients find wellness after breast cancer

Breast cancer is the second most commonly 

diagnosed cancer in Australia, affecting both 

men and women. Fortunately though, the 

survival rate for breast cancer has greatly 

improved in the past few decades - from 76% 

in 1989, to 93% for women and 86% for men 

today. 

With this increase in survivorship, comes an 

increased need for continued support for 

people who have finished their treatment and 

recovered from their cancer. 

St John of God Subiaco Hospital Breast Care 

Nurse, Gay Refeld, says that she often sees 

patients struggle emotionally whilst coping 

with their diagnosis and treatment, and beyond.  

“Once their active treatment is completed 
(surgery, chemotherapy and radiotherapy), there 
is a perception that life will return to normal,” 
says Gay.

“However, life after breast cancer is a ‘new’ 
normal.”

After finishing treatment, survivors can 

experience feelings of anxiety, worry about 

cancer returning, impacts on relationships, and 

fatigue. In addition, survivors may have ongoing 

financial stresses relating to loss of income 

due to inability to work during treatment, gap 

payments and ongoing medical costs such as 

medication and physiotherapy. 

To help meet the needs of survivors, a new 

clinic has been established at St John of God 

Subiaco Hospital: The Wellness After Breast 

Cancer Clinic. The Clinic offers a holistic 

consult, where patients have an opportunity 

to discuss their physical and psychological 

symptoms with a dedicated Breast Care Nurse. 

It also serves to normalise patients’ feelings, 

address ongoing issues, and to offer advice 

and referrals to relevant services. The consult is 

documented in an individualised Wellness Plan, 

and then provided to the patient and health 

professionals involved in their care.

    What comes next?

From Gay’s perspective, the Clinic can be as 

rewarding for caregivers as it is for their patients. 

“It’s a privilege having the opportunity to spend 

quality time with patients, to reflect on their 

breast cancer diagnosis and address all issues 

experienced following their treatment. To see the 

relief on their faces and to validate that what they 

are experiencing is normal is very gratifying,” 

says Gay. 

“Knowing that the clinic is making a difference in 

the quality of their lives and assisting them to move 

forward is very rewarding. My only wish is that I had 

the opportunity to see more patients in this setting.”

We will continue to keep you updated on our 

work in support of breast cancer patients and 

their families. Please contact us on 1800 281 288 

if you would like to support this vital area of care.

“I found this appointment to be 
vital to my moving on to a normal 
life. It was closure in a way. 
By summarising the events of the 

past year, the Breast Care Nurse 

enabled me to understand where 

I am and what I have to do to 

continue to move forward.”

“I felt like I could move on and open 
the door to the new normal with 
more enthusiasm and support!”

The words of patients who have received care at the Wellness After Breast Cancer Clinic: 

The Wellness After 
Breast Cancer Clinic 
was made possible 
thanks to support 
from our wonderful 
donor community 
– thank you so much. 

“This is an essential part of 
the after care service… it ties 

up loose ends or gives you 

time to address issues you 

didn’t feel were important at 

the time of treatment. Like 

with myself, the aftercare was 

required because it addressed 

a new set of health issues 

that I had left unattended, 

because I felt like I’d been 

through enough with my 

breast cancer treatment.”
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In November, St John of God Geelong Hospital CEO Stephen Roberts hosted a Golf Day 
fundraiser, bringing together donors, caregivers, and members of the Geelong community 
in support of maternity care in the region.

The Golf Day was proudly 

presented by Lake Imaging and 

held at the scenic 13th Beach 

Golf Links, and the event raised 

vital funds which will be invested 

back into the community through 

the redevelopment of the 

St John of God Geelong Hospital 

Maternity Unit.

Guests enjoyed glimpses of 

sunshine, and played 18 holes 

on the iconic course followed by 

refreshments and lunch, and had 

the opportunity to bid on exciting 

prizes at a live fundraising auction. 

“Lake Imaging was delighted to 

be the Platinum Sponsor of the 

St John of God Geelong Golf Day 

in 2022,” says Donna Carroll of 

Lake Imaging. 

“As the medical imaging provider 

located within St John of God 

Geelong Hospital, together with six 

other radiology practices within 

the Geelong region, we share the 

same patients when it comes to 

providing a superior medical 

service. Supporting the Maternity 

Redevelopment is important as our 

goal is aligned with St John of God, 

providing the Geelong community 

with a high level of expertise, care 

and compassion to all patients.” 

St John of God Geelong Hospital 

has been a leading provider of 

maternity services in the Greater 

Geelong region for over 40 years, 

with experienced, dedicated 

midwives and obstetricians 

who have delivered babies for 

generations of local families.

As the Greater Geelong region 

- which is now home to over 

270,000 people – continues to 

grow, it is important to ensure 

local families can access 

exceptional, compassionate 

maternity care now and into the 

future. St John of God Geelong 

Hospital has committed to the 

redevelopment of the Hospital’s 

Maternity Unit, to ensure Geelong 

families can access the very 

best care and facilities, close 

to home.  

The St John of God Geelong 

Hospital Maternity 

Redevelopment is an investment 

in the health and wellbeing of 

new babies and their parents, 

and in the future of Geelong. 

St John of God Foundation CEO, 

Bianca Pietralla, says the funds 

raised will ensure that the 

Hospital’s exceptional level of 

care can continue to be matched 

by equally exceptional facilities.

“We are so grateful to the event 

sponsors, donors and guests for 

their attendance and support for 

this special project,” says Bianca. 

The St John of God Foundation 

team would be delighted to talk 

to you about how gifts of all 

sizes can help bring this project 

to life and support families in the 

Geelong community. 

Please contact Bec Takle, 

Philanthropy Manager, on 

Bec.Takle@sjog.org.au or 

0498 464 298 for more details 

on this exciting project or visit 

www.sjogfoundation.org.au/

donate-geelong.

Golf day fundraiser a hole-in-one

Harry Maddicks had a long and meaningful 

connection to his local community. His family 

arrived in Daylesford during the Gold Rush in 

the 1850s, and they went on to live and work 

in the area for three generations. 

Harry, a radio enthusiast, established a local 

shop selling radios and household appliances, 

and he and his siblings were also actively 

involved in volunteering in the local community. 

Later in life, Harry was sadly diagnosed 

pancreatic cancer. As he came to the end of 

his battle with the disease, he had one final 

wish: he wanted to be able to help people. 

Tim Byrne, of Ballarat, was Harry’s friend and 

lawyer for many years, and remembers his old 

friend very fondly.

Upon Harry’s passing, a trust fund was 

established, with Tim instructed to find a 

charity that would help the local community, 

especially people who needed medical 

attention. 

As a young man, before he began his career 

as a lawyer, Tim had worked as a builder’s 

labourer at St John of God Ballarat Hospital. He 

spent many long days there doing everything 

from mixing concrete to scrubbing floors, and 

he knew the hospital and its staff well. 

Tim felt a great deal of gratitude to St John of 

God Ballarat Hospital for shaping him into the 

man he is today. He decided that the hospital, 

which is known for delivering compassionate 

care and an extensive range of health 

services, would be the perfect place to 

bestow Harry’s final gift. Tim generously gave 

a gift of his own in addition to the funds from 

Harry’s trust, to further support health care in 

the community they both loved so much.   

The kindness and compassion of Tim and 
Harry will make a significant difference for 
patients at St John of God Ballarat Hospital 
and the local community for many years to 
come. We are so grateful for their generosity.   

Thank you, Tim and Harry

Enduring friendship makes a powerful difference in Ballarat community

Tim Byrne’s fondly remembered friend, the late 

Henry ‘Harry’ Maddicks, as a young man. 

By considering a gift in your Will to 

St John of God Foundation, you can help 

to ensure the very best health care is 

available for people in their time of 

greatest need, for generations to come. 

If you would like to know more about 
how leaving a gift in your Will can 
create a life-changing health care 
legacy for future generations, 
please call Preema Wong, Director 
of Philanthropy, on 0427 526 899 
for a confidential discussion, or 
email Preema.Wong@sjog.org.au for 
more information. 

With thanks to our wonderful community, work on the 
redevelopment is now underway! You can follow along 
to see what your kindness has made possible so far - 
visit @sjoggeelong on Instagram for the latest updates. 
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New technology
transforming breast cancer surgery 
Donor funding helps breast cancer patients to access state-of-the-art 
equipment at St John of God Murdoch Hospital

Thanks to generous donor support, St John of 

God Murdoch Hospital surgeons will be able to 

deliver exceptional, personalised treatment for 

patients with breast cancer.  

Support from our donor community has enabled 

the purchase of the Trident HD system for 

intra-operative radiography. The Trident is 

an advanced, portable intra-operative breast 

specimen system that allows surgeons to take 

images of breast tumour specimens in the 

operating theatre, in real time, and determine 

whether a clean margin between cancerous 

tumours and healthy tissue has been achieved. 

“The Trident HD system is a breakthrough in 

breast specimen imaging technology. It is the 

only specimen radiograph on the market 

to use the same detector technology used in 

3 dimension mammography systems to generate 

crisp, clear, high-resolution images, helping to 

streamline workflows and reduce recalls while 

decreasing procedure times,” says Dr Saud 

Hamza, Breast Surgeon at St John of God 

Murdoch Hospital. 

“It features an ergonomic design that makes it easy 

to manoeuvre in a crowded operating theatre and 

it does have an intuitive touchscreen interface and 

wireless integration supports, making it the most 

advanced specimen radiograph in the market.”

The impact of this ground-breaking technology 

will be profoundly felt by patients and their 

families.  By shortening the time of each surgery 

and reducing patients’ time in the operating 

theatre and under anaesthesia, this technology 

has the potential to greatly improve patients’ 

wellbeing. By helping patients to feel more 

confident that the cancer has been removed, 

and eliminating the stress of additional surgery, 

the Trident can also put patients on the road to 

recovery sooner. 

“This equipment will enable St John of God 

Murdoch Hospital to offer those undergoing 

breast cancer surgery a more precise surgery, 

and reduced likelihood of subsequent surgeries,” 

says Ben Edwards, CEO St John of God 

Murdoch Hospital. 

“This innovative state-of-the-art technology 

creates lower risk for patients because less time 

is spent in the operating theatre. This reduces 

potential risks associated with anaesthetic, 

infection and bleeding.” 

Our sincere thanks to the Tony Fini Foundation, 

Frank Tomasi, Gudrun Westerfeld and Galvin 

Engineering for their kind support for the Trident 

HD technology at St John of God Murdoch 

Hospital.

The power of ‘thank you’

Two simple words can change the world

At St John of God Health Care, we see the 

power of thanks in action every day. 

From heartfelt interactions between 

caregivers and patients, through to life-

changing donations, every expression of 

thanks has the power to make a day or 

even change a life. 

For Terry, supporting colorectal cancer 

research at St John of God Subiaco Hospital 

was a deeply meaningful way to express 

his gratitude for the exceptional cancer 

care he received at the hospital over 

22 years ago.

“Cancer has affected me and my family 

deeply, which is why we are committed to 

supporting better health outcomes for others; 

for generations to come,” says Terry. 

“Research is so important because it is the 

only way we can get closer to finding answers, 

to finding a cure.”

If you have received exceptional care and 

want to celebrate a specific caregiver or a 

significant experience, sharing a personal 

expression of gratitude or making a 

donation to support future patients can be 

a meaningful part of the healing process. 

Thanks to generous donor support, the cutting-edge Trident HD system will be available to Murdoch patients

“It’s so important for us to provide an 
opportunity for patients and loved ones 
to honour or thank their caregivers in 
a way that is truly meaningful to them 
while supporting better treatment 
options for future patients,” 
says Tina Chinery, St John of God 
Subiaco Hospital CEO. 

We invite you to learn 
more about the impact
of philanthropy and 
share your personal 
story of gratitude at 
www.sjogfoundation.org.au/gratitude. 
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Mary’s lasting legacy   
Complex spinal surgery made possible through the kindness of one Berwick local

St John of God Berwick Hospital has been a 

crucial service for people in the local area for 

over 110 years, and with thanks to kind people 

in our community, will continue to provide 

exceptional care for many years to come. 

One such person was Mary Helen Seath. 

Mary was born in Koo Wee Rup, VIC, to 

Scottish parents in 1930. She had an older 

brother Jimmy, and the family lived on a 

dairy farm until the floods of 1937, when 

they moved to Doveton. Shortly after, Mary’s 

father returned to Scotland, leaving Mary’s 

mother to raise her two children single-

handedly. Mary’s mother was resourceful, 

hard-working and scrupulous in her 

business dealings, and in 1954, they were 

able to build a family home on a 7.5 acre 

block in Hallam. This became Mary’s home 

and sanctuary until she died in 2019. 

“Mary was a loving and doting daughter and 

sister, and as a friend, she was kind, generous, 

and loyal,” say Mary’s friends, Julianne 

Vermeend and Dianne Taylor. 

“She devoted many years of her life to the 

care of her aging mother, who was 94 when 

she died. After that, Mary’s greatest joy was 

her garden.

“Mary and her mother created the garden 

together, perhaps it’s one of the reasons why 

it provided such solace for her in later years. 

It was both a beautiful and functional garden, 

with flowers, bulbs, succulents, shrubs, trees, 

as well as a thriving vegetable patch and 

prolifically fruiting trees. Even with debilitating 

arthritis, Mary would hand pick the fruit and 

vegetables, stew fruit to give to friends, make 

jam and eat her home-grown vegetables daily.

“She was a resilient, fiercely independent 

woman who lived a simple and mostly solitary 

life, and who was loved and respected by the 

handful of people she held dear.” 

Before her passing, Mary’s mother had 

expressed a wish to leave a bequest to the 

local hospital – which Mary eventually did, in 

her mother’s honour. 

“The Berwick and District Bush Nursing 

Hospital cared for Mary and her family 

throughout their lives, and Mary was incredibly 

grateful for the treatment they received over 

the years. She wanted that legacy to continue 

for her community, and to honour her mother’s 

wishes,” say Julianne and Dianne. 

“We know how delighted Mary and her family 

would be that their generous donation will 

help so many patients at St John of God 

Berwick in the future.”

Mary’s kind gift has made it possible for 

St John of God Berwick Hospital to invest in 

state-of-the-art technology that will enable 

surgeons to undertake complex spinal 

surgery.

Mr David Oehme, a neurosurgeon at 

St John of God Berwick Hospital, says the 

new equipment means patients can access 

the very best care closer to home. 

“Prior to the purchase of the 3-D Ziehm C-arm, 

Brainlab Navigation System and Mackey 

operating table, any patient requiring complex 

instrumented spine surgery, particularly fusion 

surgery, was transferred to major inner city 

hospitals for the surgery,” says Mr Oehme.  

“Previously patients would spend time in 

hospital away from family. Now they can 

have their surgery close to home and their 

families, and still receive state-of-the art 

care.  Patients can have their consultations, 

surgery and rehab all locally in Berwick at 

St John of God.” 

Mr Oehme also says the equipment has 

ensured that complex surgeries can be 

performed more safely and with greater 

precision. 

“This technology allows for greater safety of 

instrumentation of the spine. Our first surgery 

was like a dream. The screws were flawless. 

The patient coped very well and overall the 

equipment worked perfectly,” Mr Oehme says. 

“The new equipment brings St John of God 

Berwick Hospital into line with other major 

inner city hospitals with having state-of-the-

art spinal neuronavigation equipment, and 

has upskilled our nursing staff who are now 

proficient in using spinal instrumentation and 

neuronavigation instruments.” 

Mr Oehme expressed his gratitude on 

behalf of patients and their families for the 

generosity that has allowed the hospital to 

invest in the cutting-edge equipment.  

“It has made a major difference 
to patients in the wider Berwick 
community who can now access 
complex spine surgery safely with 
state-of-the-art neuronavigation 
equipment. This has been 
appreciated already by many 
patients and their families.” 

The immense kindness of the late Mary Helen Seath 

(pictured) has allowed her local hospital to invest in 

ground-breaking new neurosurgery equipment.

Mr David Oehme, Neurosurgeon, St John of God Berwick Hospital
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Supporting care closer to home, together
Many of us know someone who has received 

a cancer diagnosis. However, what is less well 

known is that some cancer treatments can come 

with large out-of-pocket costs, making them out 

of reach for many Australians. This is especially 

true for people who have been unable to work 

due to their condition, and for people living in 

regional and remote areas, who might have to 

travel away from work and their loved ones. 

New medical discoveries can help cancer 

patients to live longer and to experience less 

pain or other debilitating symptoms. However, 

these treatments are not always funded or 

subsidised through private health insurance or 

Medicare, leaving patients with large bills to pay. 

Through the St John of God Bunbury Hospital 

Workplace Giving program, local caregivers can 

choose to support patients in the South West in 

financial need, with life-changing Gifts of Hope. 

A Gift of Hope is a gift of financial support 

provided to in-need Australians with life-

threatening conditions such as cancer. For 

patients who are struggling to afford the best 

treatment for their cancer, this gift can really 

bring hope back to their lives. 

With thanks to the support of local business 

Piacentini & Son, the impact of caregivers’ 

donations will be even greater for the South 

West community. Piacentini & Son have 

generously decided to support Gifts of Hope in 

the South West, as a Workplace Giving partner 

for St John of God Bunbury Hospital. 

“Piacentini & Son is extremely pleased to be 

able to continue our relationship with the 

St John of God Foundation through Gifts of Hope,” 

says Alison Piacentini of Piacentini & Son.  

“The alignment of our organisation’s values and 

the great work of the Foundation has ensured 

that we have been able to maintain sustainable 

relationships and support projects in the South 

West community.”

The combined kindness of Bunbury caregivers 

and Piacentini & Son will help to bring 

compassionate care closer to home for the 

South West community, and provide direct 

financial support for patients to access life-

changing cancer care.

“Through supporting Gifts of Hope we have 

been able to assist people at often the most 

vulnerable moment of their lives.  Knowing we are 

able to assist a patient in their time of need is 

encouraging and it’s great to know we have been 

able to make a difference,” says Alison. 

We are so grateful to Piacentini & Son for their 

immense kindness, and to Bunbury caregivers 

who make a difference each day not only 

through their exceptional work, but also through 

Workplace Giving.

If you’re interested in supporting care closer 
to home at St John of God Bunbury Hospital, 
please contact Hannah Weir, Philanthropy 
Manager, on Hannah.Weir@sjog.org.au 
or 0429 928 541.

Thanks to the combined kindness of Bunbury caregivers and local Workplace Giving partner Piacentini & Son, 

people with cancer in the South West can receive direct fi nancial help through a Gift of Hope.

The gift of good health is 

something we often take for 

granted. In the fast paced 

world we live in, it is almost 

certain that each and every 

individual will experience the 

need for special support at 

some stage during their life; 

be that emotional, medical, 

spiritual, or psychological.

Imagine a world where the 

very best in personalised, 

compassionate health care 

was made possible in our 

local communities. State-

of-the-art surgical robotics 

available in every hospital, 

clinical trial discoveries in 

cancer and other treatments 

offered closer to home, and 

leading medical research 

findings delivered straight 

from ‘bench to bedside’ – 

transforming both individual 

patient experiences and 

community health outcomes 

for our families and loved 

ones.

Through the compassion 

and generosity of people like 

you, we can support vital 

health care advancements 

at St John of God Health 

Care hospitals and services 

that improve the health of 

Australians, both today and 

into the future. 

By considering a gift in 

your Will to St John of God 

Foundation, you can help to 

ensure the very best health 

care is available for people in 

their time of greatest need, 

for generations to come. 

If you would like to know 
more about how leaving a 
gift in your Will can create 
a life-changing health 
care legacy for future 
generations, please 
call Preema Wong, 
Director of Philanthropy, 
on 0427 526 899 
for a confidential 
discussion, or email 
Preema.Wong@sjog.org.au  
for more information. 

A lasting gift
for our communities
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Yes, I/we would like to support transformational health care for people in need.

Providing your email address allows us to email your tax receipt to you, minimising costs and paper usage.

DONATE TODAY 

T 1800 281 288   |   Foundation@sjog.org.au   |   www.sjogfoundation.org.au

Payment Details
Please debit the above amount to my credit card MasterCard Visa OR My cheque / money order is enclosed

    (made payable to St John of God Foundation)

Card Holder’s Name Expiry Date /

Signature Year of Birth*

✁

Donate online today at www.sjogfoundation.org.au/donate

GIVE THE GIFT
OF LIFE-CHANGING 
HEALTH CARE

Complete the form below and return to:

GPO Box 5264, MELBOURNE VIC 3001  OR

PO Box 5753, St Georges Tce PERTH WA 6831

Donate online today.

Scan here, or visit:

www.sjogfoundation.org.au/donate

Name 

Address

Email Address

LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT
By leaving a gift in your Will to St John of God Foundation, you can help to ensure the very best health care is available 

for people in their time of greatest need, now and into the future. Find out more at www.sjogfoundation.org.au/Legacy

  I am interested in leaving a legacy gift, please contact me at: ____________________________________________________

  I have already left a gift in my Will to St John of God Health Care or the Foundation in my Will.

Please accept my/our gift of:

 Monthly Donation I’d like to make this a regular gift to maximise my impact.

   $25     $50     $100    OR     $

Please direct my gift towards:
 Area of greatest need

 Innovative technology 

  and equipment

  Palliative care patient support

  Leading medical and health research

  Gifts of Hope for cancer patients

  A specifi c St John of God Hospital or Service:

_____________________________________________

All donations of $2 or more are tax-deductible. St John of God Foundation Trust ABN 64 715 901 441. 100% of your donation will be directed to the area of greatest importance 

to you (administration costs are kindly covered by St John of God Health Care). We respect your privacy. If you would prefer not to receive further materials from St John of God 

Foundation please contact us on 1800 281 288 or email Foundation@sjog.org.au.   *Optional, we use the year of birth to help tailor communications to our supporters.

Call us on

1800 281 288


